YOrt JsW) S Ve asmd) F v Al cdantd) el o Adaa

Gl a3 Alna

3 palaall 4 gl cile | pual) B c¥laiy) s pd Ciuli g

Lad gadl () uznn 4840

A5l Ldlhas

Glll [ dempall dnals [ alal] oleilly 2Ll 2l Sha [0 oo sope

Mustafa.foaad@uomosul.edu.ig

i lalf
Ao oY) s g5 5 Lt sl Lasales¥) ol ] 25T ] s IS 4 e s Eiaal) 556
(A oliad i i) Laad cliai lgi¥ Ll o5 yaleal] L gil] Cile yal] it 8 ]
Solocally 8 gl milia JSi5 5 Cragualy LS s Joill Lolueal) il o 35 lgisSI o
G Lo ey dlined) (Shuse Gpeei 5 gl i po nd iduad ) iy mlly
L Ko CilalS L LhaY) Y] i g J3oll o 43 (530 (5 sl 5 ial) 25y
AL s SS el 30l S gl g AT Ll pues Ug i Lo Jaall dail 50550
il gleal] LGy A ) ) spasl] 0¥ dlians o CiiSH ) il e gl
il il (N ey o/Gg0 U e li (55 O (] s IS5 5505 LSy o4l )
Al Ao f) UL s f i) ) 3] 57 JB A L gl] Do fyall Lpdivus
P o ha sl mgiall ooplalSia cpagio Ao Gl (Guind (6 Coal] saic) idagial
bl Ll egria g o] s S50 o AL L Jing Sl i o JelA) iy
gy Lasd e il 2 g ila Rally cdMEnall e S o
e oo sf (Gl o i€ eiail] g (geilidl] o paed] (N Gaal] oo 5 el
ol G Lo sl o M sl iansd aslusall 1 6wl Ll S 33 o
Sobucal] 2 gpdo = g LaS el gguaal] Jan Ao 6040 G50 Jpll Liadl] Aol Cinglie daa
sobus (Ao i 5 duadydunss (o e iy Loy Joll duibe lf il sleall s 5 0 g duad )
IRy
A OSLaY) i Y] fuheSy fiedi Ao 538 (aS] anen IS 55 < bl cddL)
it 5 i jiY) poleas _pdg 4 il lolif e ASY olaie V) Al it lgdigi
Loghic s cielhies] Nillsg dpe libaY) HLadY) oo pliis ) Ll gl] il 5230
Ll by N clalainly clelpall oS (S ined) Lo iy o i i
dgn pLof Jlaall Slliy A5508 iy Soall ol pial] Gueaii o 5 pesal] Cof LI dua 5ig (5 vl
il pal) oY) yolial] g eduidil] Loeil] § phs lgilids S JeaT Gaa £ g

A4& Y claglra
YoOYT/0/YA radiud)
YaYU/T/Y0 sdan) sall
YoYUV sl

Y~Y1/\~/\:ga'3)m\‘l\)w\

Al yall

dalidal) calalsl)

oY) $daia¥) dlines)
R Y v
Ll fiw 64 gall gy J) LS

o

Y]
(Y1) a4

A YLty alS b ik g
AS 4 6 paleal] Ll Cile )/ yall
o 33 g0l 1] (i
(V)T adi] il
AY=YIF

https://doi.org/10.33899/r
s1.v20i70.63856

@ © Authors, 2026, Regional Studies Center, University of Mosul. This is an open access
] article under the CC BY 4.0 license (http.:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

yvwyv Regional Studies Journal, Vol.20, No.70, October 2026 (263-282)

Print ISSN: 1813-4610 Online ISSN: 2664-2948



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.33899/rsj.v20i70.63856
https://doi.org/10.33899/rsj.v20i70.63856
https://regs.uomosul.edu.iq/index.php/regs/ar/
mailto:Mustafa.foaad@uomosul.edu.iq
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-9229-244X

= Regional Studies Journal, Vol. 20. No. 70, October 2026

Regional
Studies

Journal

Regional Studies Journal

LIPS://T€ZS.uomosul.edu.1q/1ndex.pnp/regs,

in Contemporary International Conflicts

SpaceX as a Case Study

Mustafa AL Foaad

Assist. Lect./ Peacebuilding and Peacefiill Coexistence Center/ University of Mosul

Mustafa.foaad@uomosul.edu.ig

Article Information
Received: 29/5/2026

Revised: 25/6/2026
Accepted: 15/7/2026
Published: 1/10/2026

Corresponding
Mustata AL Foaad

Keywords
Security dilemma;

cybersecurity; hybrid
wars, state surrogate
entities; Starlink.

Citation

AL Foaad, M. (2026).
Recruitment of
Telecommunications

Companies Contemporary

International Conflicts
SpaceX Company as

Model. Regional Studies
Journal. 20(70).263-282.
https://dor.org/10.33899%r

s1.v20i70.63856

Abstract
Research Idea: SpaceX has emerged as an important contributor to
the changing cybersecurity landscape amid contemporary
international conflicts, not simply because it operates a global
satellite-based internet service, but because of its growing influence on
state sovereignty. The company has contributed to changing
conceptions of power, sovereignty, and cyber warfare while deepening
the security dilemma surrounding the dual-use nature of civilian and
military technologies.
Objective: The research aims to examine the cybersecurity dilemma
associated with global information networks, assess how SpaceX has
emerged as an influential non-state actor, and explore the fiture of
international conflicts in Ilight of the growing technological
capabilities of state-afliliated entities.
Methodology: The research employs two complementary approaches:
the descriptive approach, to examine non-state actors and situate
SpaceX within this broader context; and the systems analysis
approach, to examine inputs, outputs, and the interactions between
them.
Results: The findings indicate that the technological maturity of
private companies has enabled some of them to influence political
decision-making. They also reveal a new security dilemma involving
attacks on state infrastructure without clear mechanisms of attribution
or accountability, while highlighting digital sovereignty, national data
repositories, and the risks of growing digital dependency.
Conclusion: SpaceX has demonstrated the capacity to enable or
restrict infernet access in conflict-affected areas through extensive
reliance on its infrastructure and amid limited international regulation
of satellite operations. This has expanded the use of internet
infrastructure from civilian connectivity to military communications,
drone navigation, and strike coordination, creating a new arena of

conflict characterized by technological dependency and cybersecurity
r18ks.
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