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Abstract
Research Idea: The research is motivated by the growing global and
local adoption of ESG standards and sustainability reporting,
accompanied by the emergence of greenwashing and the misleading
of stakeholders through inaccurate disclosures. This development
highlights the importance of the auditor’s oversight role as an
essential safeguard for the assurance of non-financial information
and the quality of corporate disclosure.
Objective: The research aims to examine auditors’ perceptions of
their proféssional and oversight role in detecting and mitigating
greenwashing in ESG reporting and to identify the main obstacles
they face in performing this role.
Methodology: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach using a questionnaire administered to practicing auditors
in licensed audit offices and the Federal Board of Supreme Audit.
Of the 60 questionnaires distributed, 51 valid responses were
obtained, representing an 85% response rate.
Results: The findings indicate that auditors play a pivotal role in
mitigating greenwashing by verifying non-financial information.
However, this role is constrained by the absence of mandatory local
standards and gaps in technical competencies, while respondents
show strong support for adopting international assurance
standards, particularly ISAE 3000.
Conclusion: The research concludes that there is a need to move
fiom ftraditional auditing foward sustainability assurance to
strengthen economic protection and the quality of ESG disclosure.
It recommends updating Iraq’s professional frameworks to
1ncorporate ESG reporting assurance requirements and providing
specialized training programs to enhance auditors’ capacity to
detect and mitigate greenwashing.
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